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“In this age, just prior to the second coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven, God calls
 for men who will prepare a people to stand in the great day of the Lord.”  SW 3-21-05

Divine Guidance

To make it through to the end, one of the things we simply need to know is how
to follow God’s leading.  Yet, many of us struggle with knowing what God wants us to
do with our lives.  But, even though we may struggle with it, this is still something we
need to learn.  How can we truly “follow God” if we don’t know where He wants us to
go, and what He wants us to do?  This is also something we should learn now, rather
than putting it off until later, because things are only going to get worse.  During the
troubles of the end-times we’ll have enough to worry about without also having to figure
out how to follow God’s leading.

From my study and experience, I believe this is one of those thing that are best
learned in the “little things” of life.  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on
your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your
paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6 emphasis supplied.  For God to direct our paths, we need to
develop the habit of acknowledging Him in all our ways.  By learning we can trust Him
to direct us in the “little things” of our lives, we will have confidence to trust Him with the
“big things” too.  And, by learning to regularly check in with Him regarding the “little
things,” when the “big things” happen we will also acknowledge Him then.   “He who is
faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much.” Luke 16:10.

To help us learn to acknowledge Him in all our ways, God frequently leads us
only one step at a time.  For instance, if He were to reveal the destination He’s taking
us to, we might be tempted to take off on our own, and maybe try some “short-cuts.” 
He doesn’t want us to miss out on all the things He has planned along the way by our
failure to regularly check in with Him.

Over the years I have collected Ellen White quotations on this subject that I have
found helpful in my experience, and I feel impressed to share them with you here.

Selected Ellen White Quotations on Divine Guidance

1. Testimonies to the Church Vol. 5, page 511

Until you have the resolution to obey God's will you cannot have his guidance.
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2. Desire of Ages, page 668

As Christ lived the law in humanity, so we may do if we will take hold of the Strong
for strength. But we are not to place the responsibility of our duty upon others, and wait
for them to tell us what to do. We cannot depend for counsel upon humanity. The Lord
will teach us our duty just as willingly as He will teach somebody else. If we come to
Him in faith, He will speak His mysteries to us personally. Our hearts will often burn
within us as One draws nigh to commune with us as He did with Enoch. Those who
decide to do nothing in any line that will displease God, will know, after presenting their
case before Him, just what course to pursue. And they will receive not only wisdom, but
strength. Power for obedience, for service, will be imparted to them, as Christ has
promised.

3. Ministry of Healing, pages 248-249

Those who surrender their lives to His guidance and to His service will never be
placed in a position for which He has not made provision.

4. Ministry of Healing, pages 481-482

There are many whose hearts are aching under a load of care because they seek
to reach the world's standard. They have chosen its service, accepted its perplexities,
adopted its customs. Thus their character is marred and their life made a weariness.
The continual worry is wearing out the life forces. Our Lord desires them to lay aside
this yoke of bondage. He invites them to accept His yoke; He says, "My yoke is easy,
and My burden is light." Worry is blind and cannot discern the future; but Jesus sees
the end from the beginning. In every difficulty He has His way prepared to bring relief.
"No good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly." Matt 11:30; Ps 84:11.

Our heavenly Father has a thousand ways to provide for us of which we know
nothing. Those who accept the one principle of making the service of God supreme, will
find perplexities vanish and a plain path before their feet.

The faithful discharge of today's duties is the best preparation for tomorrow's trials.
Do not gather together all tomorrow's liabilities and cares and add them to the burden
of today. "Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof." Matthew 6:34. Let us be hopeful
and courageous. Despondency in God's service is sinful and unreasonable. He knows
our every necessity.

To the omnipotence of the King of kings our covenant-keeping God unites the
gentleness and care of the tender shepherd. His power is absolute, and it is the pledge
of the sure fulfillment of His promises to all who trust in Him. He has means for the
removal of every difficulty, that those who serve Him and respect the means He
employs may be sustained. His love is as far above all other love as the heavens are
above the earth. He watches over His children with a love that is measureless and
everlasting.

5. Testimonies to the Church Vol. 5, page 512

There are three ways in which the Lord reveals His will to us, to guide us, and to fit
us to guide others. How may we know His voice from that of a stranger? How shall we
distinguish it from the voice of a false shepherd? God reveals His will to us in His word,
the Holy Scriptures. His voice is also revealed in His providential workings; and it will
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be recognized if we do not separate our souls from Him by walking in our own ways,
doing according to our own wills, and following the promptings of an unsanctified heart,
until the senses have become so confused that eternal things are not discerned, and
the voice of Satan is so disguised that it is accepted as the voice of God.

Another way in which God's voice is heard is through the appeals of His Holy Spirit,
making impressions upon the heart, which will be wrought out in the character. If you
are in doubt upon any subject you must first consult the Scriptures. If you have truly
begun the life of faith you have given yourself to the Lord to be wholly His, and He has
taken you to mold and fashion according to His purpose, that you may be a vessel unto
honor. You should have an earnest desire to be pliable in His hands and to follow
whithersoever He may lead you. You are then trusting Him to work out His designs,
while at the same time you are co-operating with Him by working out your own salvation
with fear and trembling. You, my brother, will find difficulty here because you have not
yet learned by experience to know the voice of the Good Shepherd, and this places you
in doubt and peril. You ought to be able to distinguish His voice.

6. Testimonies for the Church Volume Three, page 497

Sometimes various ways and purposes, different modes of operation in connection
with the work of God, are about evenly balanced in the mind; but it is at this very point
that the nicest discrimination is necessary. And if anything is accomplished to the
purpose it must be done at the golden moment. The slightest inclination of the weight in
the balance should be seen and should determine the matter at once. Long delays tire
the angels. It is even more excusable to make a wrong decision sometimes than to be
continually in a wavering position, to be hesitating, sometimes inclined in one direction,
then in another. More perplexity and wretchedness result from thus hesitating and
doubting than from sometimes moving too hastily.

7. Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, page 321

God gives opportunities; success depends upon the use made of them. The
openings of Providence must be quickly discerned and eagerly seized upon.

8. Testimonies for the Church Volume Seven, pages 211-212

Our greatest need is faith in God. When we look on the dark side we lose our hold
on the Lord God of Israel. As the heart is opened to fears and conjectures, the path of
progress is hedged up by unbelief. Let us never feel that God has forsaken His work.

There must be less talking unbelief, less imagining that this one and that one is
hedging up the way. Go forward in faith; trust the Lord to prepare the way for His work.
Then you will find rest in Christ. As you cultivate faith and place yourselves in right
relation to God and by earnest prayer brace yourselves to do your duty you will be
worked by the Holy Spirit. The many problems that are now mysterious you may solve
for yourselves by continued trust in God. You need not be painfully indefinite because
you are living under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. You may walk and work in
confidence.

We must have less faith in what we can do and more faith in what the Lord can do
for us, if we will have clean hands and pure hearts. You are not engaged in your own
work; you are doing the work of God.
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More love is needed, more frankness, less suspicion, less evil thinking. We need to
be less ready to blame and accuse. It is this that is so offensive to God. The heart
needs to be softened and subdued by love. The strengthless condition of our people
results from the fact that their hearts are not right with God. Alienation from Him is the
cause of the burdened condition of our institutions.

9. Desire of Ages, page 225

God never leads His children otherwise than they would choose to be led, if they
could see the end from the beginning, and discern the glory of the purpose which they
are fulfilling as co-workers with Him.

10. Life Sketches, page 196

We have nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord
has led us, and His teaching in our past history.

11. Education, page 267

We need to follow more closely God's plan of life. To do our best in the work that
lies nearest, to commit our ways to God, and to watch for the indications of His
providence--these are rules that ensure safe guidance in the choice of an occupation.

12. Testimonies to the Church Vol. 8, page 246

Do the work that lies nearest you...

13. Country Living, page 6

God will reveal from point to point what to do next.

14. The Ministry of Healing, page 199

Let them work on from day to day, accomplishing faithfully the task that God's
providence assigns ...

15. Testimonies to the Church Vol. 1, page 560

Move no faster, brethren, than the unmistakable providence of God opens the way
before you.

16. Ministry of Healing, page 473

Often our plans fail that God's plans for us may succeed.

17. Ministry of Healing, page 250

When temptations assail you, when care, perplexity, and darkness seem to
surround your soul, look to the place where you last saw the light.

18. Testimonies to the Church Vol. 5, page 458

When you became a follower of Christ you pledged yourself to serve Him and Him
alone, and He promised to be with you and bless you, to refresh you with His light, to
grant you His peace, and to make you joyful in His work. Have you failed to experience
these blessings? be sure it is the result of your own course.
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19. Desire of Ages, page 329

The Elder Brother of our race is by the eternal throne. He looks upon every soul
who is turning his face toward Him as the Saviour. He knows by experience what are
the weaknesses of humanity, what are our wants, and where lies the strength of our
temptations; for He was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. He is
watching over you, trembling child of God. Are you tempted? He will deliver. Are you
weak? He will strengthen. Are you ignorant? He will enlighten. Are you wounded? He
will heal. The Lord "telleth the number of the stars;" and yet "He healeth the broken in
heart, and bindeth up their wounds." Ps. 147:4, 3. "Come unto Me," is His invitation.
Whatever your anxieties and trials, spread out your case before the Lord. Your spirit
will be braced for endurance. The way will be opened for you to disentangle yourself
from embarrassment and difficulty. The weaker and more helpless you know yourself to
be, the stronger will you become in His strength. The heavier your burdens, the more
blessed the rest in casting them upon the Burden Bearer. The rest that Christ offers
depends upon conditions, but these conditions are plainly specified. They are those
with which all can comply. He tells us just how His rest is to be found.

"Take My yoke upon you," Jesus says. The yoke is an instrument of service. Cattle
are yoked for labor, and the yoke is essential that they may labor effectually. By this
illustration Christ teaches us that we are called to service as long as life shall last. We
are to take upon us His yoke, that we may be co-workers with Him.
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